
Turn over  to see what we found 
out

People in the Amazon 
believe the ‘boto’ is 

a magical being that 
can take human form and come ashore

know?
Did you  

 The pink river dolphins of the Amazon are  

 very special, but they can be hard to spot.  

 So we’ve been tracking them to find out  

 what they need to thrive 

Secrets o
f the

Amazon
river dolphin
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Turn over  to see what we found 
out

 Instead of their eyes, they use  

 sonar to navigate and find their  

 prey. This is because the water  

 in the Amazon’s rivers is full of  

 sediment and rotting vegetation,  

 which makes it dark and murky.  

 That’s what makes the dolphins  

 in this photo look orange! 

 Amazon river dolphins are the largest  

 of the river dolphins. The vertebrae  

 in their necks aren’t fused, which  

 means they can turn their heads  

 180 degrees. This helps them swim  

 around trees in the murky water. 

RIVER DOLPHINS

Few creatures in the Amazon are more magical than the Amazon river dolphin, or ‘boto’. This freshwater dolphin has the typical dolphin smile but, unlike its marine cousins, it has a bulging forehead and long, skinny beak. Most strikingly, some adults are pink! The calves are born grey, but their skin tone sometimes changes and becomes rosier as they grow. River dolphins are threatened by hunting, overfishing, huge dams and water pollution.  So we’re working with other scientists to study the dolphins living in the Amazon’s rivers,  lakes and streams. We hope to find out where  they like to hang out, breed and feed so we  can protect these special places. But how do we know where the dolphins like going best? We’ve been helping put satellite tags on the dorsal (back) fins of 29 dolphins to find out where they go – and we’ve been amazed by the results...

Satellite tag
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 RIVER DOLPHIN SECRETS 
uncovered!

 Here are 10 things we learned  

 from tracking the dolphins... 

Females tra
vel around les

s 

than males. This may be 

due to
 being 

pregna
nt or 

caring fo
r young.  

Males journey w
idely in 

search of fish and fem
ales.

Dams are a big problem 
for river dolphins. They 

cut them off from each 
other and stop fish from 
moving up and down river, 

so there isn’t always 
enough food. Dams also 
affect the river and its 
natural flood cycles.

The home range of a 

river dolphin is much 

bigger th
an that of  

large land mammals.  

It’s twice the siz
e of  

a jaguar’s territ
ory!

River dolphins need  
lots of different 
habitats, from  

lagoons to streams.  
They also like shallow 
areas near beaches.

The dolphins also  

follow the river. When 

it bursts its banks and 

floods the forest, the 

dolphins just go with the 

flow and swim around the 

trees, hunting fish.
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06

Amazon river 

dolphins are 

so cool, we 

must protect 

them!

Now we have a window on the 

river dolphins’ secret lives, we 

can estimate their numbers and 

see if they’re going up or down. 

We can also check how healthy 

the dolphins are, so we can 

understand the effects water 

pollution has on them.

By building a complete picture  

of where they hang out and 

migrate to, we’ll be better able 

to protect all the places and 

landscapes these wild and 

beautiful dolphins need to thrive.

All the 
dolphins w

e tagged 

had mercury in t
hem. 

Mercury is 
a toxic chemical 

used ill
egally in go

ld mining. 

It’s washed in
to rivers

 and 

absorbed b
y the fi

sh, which 

are then
 eaten by 

dolphins, 

harming the
 dolphins’ 

health.

Dolphins th
at 

live in areas 

with lots of 

fish don’t need
 

to travel much  

in search of 

food.

Dolphins 
move around 
in groups, 

like a family.

RIVER DOLPHINS

Other dolphins travel long distances and visit different places – Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia and Peru – so it’s important their habitat is protected everywhere so they can move around freely.

 HOW WE’RE HELPING 

 River dolphins often  

 splash around on the  

 surface. Males wave  

 branches and even  

 live turtles around to  

 impress the females! 

River d
olphins f

ollow the 

fish! When th
e fish move 

to hang out in p
laces 

where tw
o rivers

 meet, 

the do
lphins a

re righ
t 

behind 
them!

4

10

8

23


